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Art Unit 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this comnnunication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )IE1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 March 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) ^5 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) K1 Claim(s) 1^5 is/are rejected. 

7) |EI Claim(s) 2 and 3 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) IE1 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)\J None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper Nc(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) (3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) {PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 3.22.01 . 6) □ Other: . 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office ~ " " ' " 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 06202004 



Serial Number: 09/813,914 



Page 1 



Art Unit: 2128 



Examination of Application #09/813,914 

1. Claims 1-5 of application 09/813,914, filed on 22-March-2001, are presented for 
examination. 



Specification Objections 

2, The following is a quotation of 37 CFR 1 .71 (a)-(c): 

(a) The specification must include a written description of the invention or discovery and of the 

manner and process of making and using the same, and is required to be in such full, clear, 
concise, and exact terins as to enable any person skilled in the art or science to which the invention or 
discovery appertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same. 

The specification is objected to because of numerous grammatical errors, due in all likelihood to the 
translation from the original language. Correction is required. 



Claim Objections under 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) 

3. Claims 2 and 3 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(d)(1 ), wherein 

The claim or claims must conform to the invention as set forth in the remainder of the 
specification and the terms and phrases used In the claims must find clear support or antecedent 
basis in the description so that the meaning of the terms In the claims may be ascertainable by 
reference to the description. (See 1.58(a)) 

The term therein [line 2] is grammatically incorrect. 



Claim Rejections under 35 L/.S.C. § 102 

4, The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent 
in the United States. 
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4.1 Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Palusamy et a!., 
hereinafter Palusamy, patent no. 4,935,195. 

Palusamy disclosed the invention as claimed, including a system for monitoring wall 
thinning of pipes in a nuclear reactor due to corrosion and erosion, comprising: 

inspection data, including component identification numbers, material properties, etc., to 
be used to evaluate corrosion/erosion susceptibility, the scope of which is determined by plant 
personnel [col. 2, lines 59-65] (wall thickness data from a client in claim 1); 

maintenance recommendations, and other reports, including a prioritized indication of 
maintenance required on the component being monitored [col. 5, lines 16-18] (sending wall 
thicl<ness data to the client in claim 7, different piping parts in claim 3, and the replacement plans 
of claim 5); and 

analysis of the inspection data, including algorithms to determine a trend in the change of 
the actual wall thickness, based upon other factors including local fluid velocity, local fluid 
turbulence, etc. [col. 4, lines 45-53], and providing two-dimensional and three-dimensional plots 
as a graphical representation of corrosion/erosion within a component [col. 5, lines 7-10] 
[simulating the behavior of the fluid flowing in the pipe and calculating the wall thickness in 
claims 1 and 4, the three-dimensional layout data of claims 1, 2 and 4, and the future estimation 
of claim 5]. 

Response Guidelines 

5, A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 (three) months 
and 0 (zero) days from the date of this letter. Failure to respond within the period for response 
will cause the application to become abandoned (see MPEP 710.02, 710.02(b)). 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



Serial Number: 09/813,914 



Page 



Art Unit: 2128 



6. Any response to the Examiner in regard to this non-final action should be 

directed to: Russell Frejd, telephone number (703) 305-4839, Monday-Friday 
from 0630 to 1500 ET, or the examiner's supervisor, Kevin Teska, 
telephone number (703) 305-9704. Any inquiry of a general nature 
or relating to the status of this application should be directed to the 
Group receptionist, telephone number (703) 305-3900. 

mailed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



or faxed to: (703) 872-9306 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth 
Floor (Receptionist), 



Washington, D.C. 20231 



Date: 20-June-2004 




RUSSELL FREJD 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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